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Rural media award winners unveiled

10 December 2010 - Advertiser journalist and Rural Editor, Nigel Austin and
photographer, Tait Schmaal were awarded South Australia’s Best Rural Journalist and
Photographer at the 2010 Telstra Rural Media Awards today.

Telstra National Sales Manager, Michael McGlashan presented trophies and cheques for five-

thousand dollars in prize money to the top performers at a lunch at the Adelaide
Showground’s today.

This is the second time the pair has been recognised for their excellence in producing work

of the highest calibre.

“I'm delighted that two such fitting recipients have again been awarded the top gongs,” Mr

McGlashan said.

“It's fitting that we also pay tribute to the role local media play in bringing issues of rural
importance to the fore,” he continued.

“Over the last 12 months, both Nigel and Tait have highlighted a broad range of rural issues
impacting local communities. They've demonstrated a commitment to quality work, across a

variety of media.”

RMSA President Ian Doyle said the pair stood out amongst a field of highly talented pool of

entries.

“There’s no doubt there were a range of entries that impressed the judges. Take the online

journalist category for example. Many of the submissions combined audio, text, video and
photography in one entry, illustrating both a breadth of skill and passion for their field.

“Similarly, the photography awards were equally difficult to separate. The nature and
landscape section was most highly contested. Entries from city-based photographers
increased this year, highlighting the increasing number of rural issues crossing over into
metropolitan media,” Mr Doyle said.

Media contacts:

Ian Doyle
President RMSA
M: 0417 819 189

Sue Lamshed
Telstra Corporate Affairs SA
T: 08 8308 5888

Rural Media South Australia thanked its major sponsors:

e Telstra, Primary Industries SA (PIRSA), Rural Solutions SA, Fuller, the Horticulture
Coalition of SA and the Royal Agricultural & Horticultural Society (RA & HS) Education
Foundation.
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Major Prize Winners:

e 2010 Telstra Rural Journalist of the Year (Sponsored by Telstra)
Nigel Austin, The Advertiser

Nigel Austin’s work outshone all other entries in the Telstra Rural Journalist Awards this
year. As undoubtedly one of the hardest working, professional and savvy journalists in
South Australia, Nigel’'s work was held-up as an example for his profession; a result of his
innate understanding of country Australians and the issues they face. His stories were big,
gutsy and incisive, tackling some of the most complex national and international issues
related to Australian agriculture and bringing them back to South Australian relevance.

Nigel demonstrated an enormous effort in sourcing his information, such as relevant
statistics that gave depth and weight to his insights. His stories were well-balanced, quoting
multiple sources. Within a time-poor profession that operates in an extremely competitive
environment for state-wide newspaper space, the judges noted Nigel’s ability to expose
agricultural and rural issues.

e 2010 Teistra Rural Photographer of the Year (Sponsored by Telstra)
Tait Schmaal, The Advertiser

Tait Schmaal started as a cadet photographer at the Stock Journal, aged 17. He transferred
to Rural Press New Zealand for a year then went to Queensland Country Life for three years
before returning to the Stock Journal. He moved to Perth to work for various newspapers
and later returned to Adelaide working for The Australian. He has worked at The Advertiser
for seven years.

The judges recognised Tait's eye for composition and quality of work. His contribution to
each category was impressive; showing a clear commitment to photography and a clever
portrayal of rural Australia. It is the third time Tait has won this award, reflecting his talent
and dedication.

e 2010 Best Adelaide Show Story Award (Sponsored by RA & HS Education

Foundation)
Winner Miranda Kenny, Stock Journal

Miranda Kenny’s Stock Journal article, "Healthy Road around the Show” highlighted one of
the 2010 Royal Adelaide Show’s genuine community benefits. The story linked the 25"
Anniversary of Royal Adelaide Show’s “Yellow Brick Road” with the role of the state’s food
producers in promoting a healthy lifestyle.

Miranda also looked behind the pile of 22,000 Yellow Brick Road show bags at this year’s
Royal Adelaide Show to examine the personalities who made the initiative happen.

The article was well researched, professionally written and believable.

e 2010 Best Adelaide Show Photograph Award (Sponsored by RA & HS Education

Foundation)
Winner Michael Oakes, Stock Journal

Michael has worked as a freelance photographer for more than 20 years, covering sports,
social events and weddings for a range of clients including Golf Australia, Ralph Magazine
and Rugby SA. For five years he worked at The Times newspaper at Victor Harbor as the
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weekend photographer and, for the past eight months Michael has worked as a casual
photographer with Stock Journal.

The winning photograph captured all the elements of the 2010 show. It was easy to place
the composition at the showgrounds but it also added the elements of the rainy weather,

mud and manure on the boots and the agricultural nature of the show in one image which
was perfect for the award.

Other Prize Winners:

e 2010 Telstra Best Rural Print Journalist Award (Sponsored by Fuller)

Winner Nigel Austin, The Advertiser
Highly Commended Ros White, Yorke Peninsula Country Times
Highly Commended Louise McBride, Stock Journal

e 2010 Telstra Best Rural Radio Journalist Award (Sponsored by Telstra)

Winner Annabelle Homer, ABC Rural Radio
Highly Commended Brooke Neindorf, ABC Rural Radio
e 2010 Telstra Best Rural Television Journalist Award (Sponsored by Telstra)
Winner Kerry Staight, ABC Television
Highly Commended Prue Adams, ABC Television

e 2010 Telstra Best Rural On-Line Journalist Award (Sponsored by Telstra)
Winner Natalie Oliveri, ABC Rural
Highly Commended Kendall Jackson, ABC Rural

e 2010 Telstra Best Rural Photographer - Production Award (Sponsored by PIRSA)
Winner Tait Schmaal, The Advertiser

e 2010 Telstra Best Rural Photographer — People Award (Sponsored by Telstra)
Winner Matt Turner, The Advertiser

e 2010 Telstra Best Rural Photographer — Nature/Landscape Award (Sponsored by
Horticulture Coalition SA)
Winner Mark Brake, The Advertiser



