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Fire photo a national winner for Mark

Two South Australians have been honoured in a prestigious national award program celebrating rural Australia, announced in Sydney today.
The Advertiser’s Mark Brake has won the category for nature and landscape photography in the Australian Star Prize for Rural Photography, and will now represent Australia in a major international competition. Tait Schmaal, from the same newspaper, was awarded a highly commended in the category for photos relating to farm production.
The prestigious award is organized by the Australian Council of Agricultural Journalists (ACAJ), the umbrella body for Australia’s five rural press clubs, including Rural Media South Australia (RMSA).

Brake’s image of a fireman hosing flames in Belair Park was published in The Advertiser on October 16, 2010. Judge Jim Fenwick, a retired pictorial editor from Brisbane, found that it effectively captured the drama of the occasion, with a vignette effect enhancing the impact.
Schmaal’s playful photo of a group of goats climbing up the side of their pen was part of a portfolio which won him the Telstra Rural Photographer of the Year award, announced by the RMSA in December, 2010.

The overall prize went to Michael Petey from New South Wales after he took out the category for best people photo. The image of a farmer admiring a sunflower with petals removed to form a cheerful face was published in The Land newspaper on June 10, 2010.

The best production photo was taken by Victorian photographer Steve Hynes. His stand-out image of two bulls going head-to-head was published in the Warrnambool Standard on January 28, 2010.  
The three category winners will now represent Australia in a world photography award run by the International Federation of Agricultural Journalists (IFAJ), with the result to be announced during the annual IFAJ Congress in Canada in September.

To view the winning images visit www.acaj.org.au
Ends
Editor’s please note: For more information contact ACAJ President Liz Harfull on 0409 674 941 or photo award coordinator Gordon Collie on 0409 473 343.
